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' The steelhead and rainbow trouts generall“ ‘have been: considered distinct
: sp901es. HOLever the late Pros. J. 0. Sayder in. #The Trouts of California®
(Callfornla Fish and.game vol, 26, no. 2, 1940, po. 6—138), after muny years
bi‘sﬁudy, came Lo a dlf’erent conclusaon. o .

Professor Jnyder recognlzed only two £LOUpSs. or "rreat races“ of natlve
trout (exceptln“ the charrs), one he re¢erred o as the "Rainbow Seriest and

" the other as the "Cut-threat Series." In describing these series, Professor

Snyder said, "The cut~throats are more boreal or alpine, while the rainbovs
are the more austrazl, and more generally distributed. mhe cut-throats are
characterized by havwﬂv smaller scales, a somevhat more complete dent tition,

- more numerous black spots, and usually a red streak Jeﬂmath the mandible, from
the presence of Whlca tnelr name is: derlved w =

That it sometlmes is dlfflcult even to alstlnculsh the individuals of
the two large groups recognized 18 brouwht out by onyder in the follow1ng_'
paragraph- o . ' c

"is in the case of some peoples American Indlan ang Asiatic uongols
for-example, so with the trouts, cut-throat and rainbow alike, the distin-
guisning traits which separate them are difficult to set down in writing.
Yet when one becomes familiar with them they may usually be recognized with
: certalntj. The shape of the head and vody, the dentition, the red throat
‘mark,’ the squamstion, the habits, etec., are not in ezch case always to be

depended uport.. Large acqualntance 7ith them will demonstrate the futility
- of attempting an 1dent1f1catzon of thelr spec1es by artificial keys: or brief
aescrlptlons R :

accordln" to Professor Sn"der steelhead trout are sea migrants of the
rainbow as well as the cut~throat trouts that is, they may in some rivers at
least consist of two speCles, and there;orn are not eptltled to a binominal
nemg; as a steelhead trout. This conclusion is expressed in the extract from
. Professor Snydﬂr's paper that follows.



 "3ome observers hold to the balief that the steelhead is a distinet -
species of trout somewhat inters ﬁdﬂate batween the cut-throat and the rain-
bow. Such is not the case, and this Gtatement is supported by a mass of
observational and eaperznenual ¢videénce. A stea?hega is a sea migrant o?
~bhe particular species inhabiting the stream, and in our: (Californis)”
itomhy be either a’cut-throat -steelhead -or-a rainbew steelhéad, and thare
is no occasion to apply & Linnean binominal name to a steelhen d as such.™

Professor Snyder stated further, "The steeilhead is a fish that has
come from the sea and entered & rivsr to spawn. . The resulting young live
in the stream for from oiie to three years as rainbow or cut-~throat trout

and then migrate to the ocean. oone individuals appear Yo remain in fresh
water aar;n? lzﬁv. : o .

The'd flcultg of" s»paratnnb and deflnlnv the vquous sp9c1es gnd_
Ciraces of western trout has long been récognized. .iﬁb proolen hes. béen
made nore copplex by the- artlflcwal dlstrlautloq by fish ulnurwsts of.
zsome of the SprlHS or even of hybrids. Bacause of the complenltj of
-the tayonomj of westemn trouts, no brief descriptions with keys such as
Vare used 1n 1dbnt1Tr“n* mosy ?TOUUb of fl&h -cup D° ofiered.__ 8 '
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